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Presentation

Accounting systems play a hidden but fundamental role as mode and instrument of representation, coordination and
organization for the public sector and its specific public action. Indeed financial and accounting reforms transform,
transmit and reshape public policies as well as the working and very existence of public administration. Last March
2013, the European Commission started a relevant project with the intention to create harmonized ‘European Public
Sector Accounting Standards’ (EPSAS) and implement them in the Member States. A similar process was already
achieved for private sector accounting standards between 1995 and 2002, leading to adoption and implementation
of International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) issued by International Accounting Standards Board (IASB). This
featured roundtable aims to convene French and European perspectives on this ongoing accounting harmonization
process in Europe, addressing its governance and contents, as well as its consequences and implications for
European polity and society.
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